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MARXISM AND THE ENVIRONMENT 

by Kimball Cariou 


In our enthusiasm to get back into 
action quickly, our 30th Convention 
adopted a Plan of Work covering what 
we considered the essentials. Since 
then, we have carried out a good part of 
that Plan... but not all of it. Unforeseen 
developments (especially the Election 
Act amendments) forced us to change 
some priorities, and we have gained a 
stronger appreciation of the difficulties in 
carrying out political activities on a 
Canada-wide scale with a handful of 
staff. 

In my opinion, one of the most 
unfortunate consequences has been the 
slow progress toward a new draft 
programme. In retrospect, the warnings 
that our target of a 1995 special convention 
to adopt such a draft were unrealistic 
were probably right. It is apparent now 
that unless we leave the drafting in the 
hands ofa very small number of comrades, 
that date is impossible. And in any event, 
such a procedure would leave most of 
our members out of a valuable part of the 
process, i.e. the stage of researching 
concepts,writing up their views on what 
should or should not b e in the programme, 
etc. 1 think we should bite the bullet and 
admit that to do this work properly we 
will need 2 or 3 more years. 

That said, I want to submit some 


views on what should be included in anew 
programme, in particular aMarxist analysis 
of the environmental crisis. 

Lookingthroughthevolumes of our 
press, we can see that Communists were 
involved in many environmental struggles, 
going back decades. In B. C., for example. 
Communists in the UFAWU presented 
the first public brief against Alcan’s 
devastation oftheNechako river system. 
What we failed to do, however, was to 
make a systematic study of the growing 
global crisis of the environment, or to 
develop a serious policy to resolve the 
crisis. 

Our 1971 programme noted that 
“Poverty, urban blight, air, land and water 
pollution and lack of decent housing are 
becoming more acute. These are the 
social consequences of monopoly 
capitalism.” True enough. But virtually 
the only mention of the issue came in the 

chapter on“ADemocratic Anti-Monopoly 

Government,” which would "undertake 
environmental and pollution control. 

It’s true that environmental struggles 
were less widespread at that time. Still, 
this gaping hole in our programme rapidly 
became more and more obvious. The 
programme discussions ofthe latter 1980s 
started to deal with this gap; now we have 
to address it properly, or risk permanent 
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political marginalization, in my opinion. 

Ourprevious conceptonthis issue 
was (roughly speaking): pollution and 
environmental degradation are mainly a 
product of the corporate drive for 
maximumprofits, not the result ofindustrial 
activity and human consumptionin general. 
Therefore, capitalism is the culprit, and 
we need strict controls on the corporate 
offenders. That approachhad some merit, 
since under capitalism it is absolutely true 
that the corporations beartheresponsibility 
forthe worstforms ofindustrial pollution, 
and forpromoting wasteful consumption 
patterns, all in the name of higher profits. 
We were right to take a class position, 
placing the blame on the corporations, not 
individuals. 

But this position was also too limited 
and narrow. It led us to down-play 
reports about environmental problems in 
the socialist world, for example. In the 
debate over the impacts of large-scale 
industrial projects under socialism, we 
usually (myself included) argued that since 
profit incentive was absent under 
socialism, there was no inherent factor 
blocking attempts to carry out such 
projects in a non-environmentally- 
deslructive manner. Well, the complete 
story of existing socialism and the 
environment remains to be told. There 
u' ■ i e j ;< m h i i ne successes, including nature 
I'""■• I, i vr;. Ihcsti uggle to savelake Baikal, 

■ i> Socialism allowed many creative 
innovation'., such as central heating 


systems in major cities. Many consumer 
products lacked the fashion flair to be 
deemed attractive, but they often lasted 
nearly forever; built in obsolescence to 
increase sales was unheard of. 

But there were also many failures. 
Some day scientists and economists may 
be able to reckon up the costs and benefits 
of the Caspian Sea water diversions, for 
example. Were the wealth andjobs created 
by using that water for cotton production 
worth the eventual price, such as the 
shrinking and salinization of that body of 
water, the loss of its thriving fishery, and 
the current economic problems of the 
region? 

There were many reasons why 
such projects were a major feature of 
socialist construction. Imperialist boycotts 
and economic blockades, and military 
threats and attacks, especially the Nazi 
invasion, forced the CPSU and the Soviet 
people to develop the economy as fast as 
they could. Some environmental damage 
was inevitable in the process; if that was 
part of the price necessary to defeat 
fascism in World War II, I for one would 
argue it was worth paying. Similarly, 
some environmental degradation was 
unavoidableduringtheirnecessaiyprocess 
ofbuilding new industries and raisingliving 
standards across the Soviet Union. 

Unfortunately, the tendency to build 
on avast scale without looking for ways to 
minimise the environmental impact b ecame 
the norm, even when socialism was not 
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facing a life-and-death cnsis. Was t e 
scale of ecological damage worse *“ 
under capitalism, as our opponents claum 
Right now, there seems to be nocertam 
answer. All we can conclude is that wh 
socialism offers the opportunity to reduce 
Ihe impact of industry on the environmen 
it requires conscious effort and plannin 
to translate this opportunity into• re ^_ 
Future socialist revolutions will have the 
tremendous advantage of know ‘ ng * 
scope of this problem, and some of th 

possible solutions. • 

In the meantime, our comin e 
programme needs to contain a clear 
M arxist position onthis issue, to he pg^ 

us through the difficult, often contradictory 

^Idorfansingtoday.Ourpositionshould 

be based on the fundamental need to 

, ombineboththe short and the long range 

interests of working people. Abandonmg 

one or the other will lead us astray. 

On the contentious issue of & 

prices, for example, most agree *at 

the forestry corporations haveawretchec 

history of wasting the resource clear- 
, tilling on a hugely unnecessa^ scale 
,1miiaging valuable streams and r , 

..ml allowing countless loggers an 

w. .tiers to meet with mjury and death 
,I.rough shoddy safety standards. 

, , i vone is aware that technological 

, | ml 1( , cs „i the industry areby far the main 
of job losses. If we took into 
a. count only the short-term interests o 

hue .try workers, wemight agree with the 


companies’ approach, P ushin “ 
maximum logging in the most profita 

areasAegardlessoffutureconsequences^ 

Ten or twenty years down the road, that . 

wouldleavetheMacMillanBloedels ready 

to finish transferring their forest y 
operations to other countries, having 

harvested the most profitable forests;but 

the workers and then families would be 

left surrounded by a far less productive 

landscape, stuck withhomestheycouldn 

sell in communities withno future. 

This nightmare scenario is precisef 
why we advocate a wide-ranging 
alternative: investments m secondary 
processing and manufacturing 
products, a ban on exports of raw log 
preservation of key old-growth forests 
and watersheds, an end to the tree-farm 
license system which turns the resource 

overtothecorporations, stricter ar&erence 

to high environmental standards, astop to 

clear-cutting asthemamformofloggmg^ 

If adapted as a package, this alternate 

wouldminimisejob losses, preserv e c 
watersheds, create new emp1 ^ 

opportunities, and put more control of the 

resource into the hands of working P e ° p 
t makes no sense for Communists to 

argueforanythmgless than the wholese 

of demands; picking out one or two 

inadequate. We 

But we need to go further. 

needtoadvanceaperspectiveofsocialism 

that takes account of the contradictions 
threatening the future of the human race. 
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Industrial and other forms of economic 
activity cannotexpand indefinitely without 
endangering the biosphere in which we 
live, and exhausting our finite supply of 
resources. Nor is it tenable to allow the 
present global imbalances of resource 
consumption and waste emissions to' 
continue. 

While many environmentalists have 
led valuable struggles on particular issues, 
coming up with a wealth of creative 
proposals to reduce ecological degradation, 
this is not enough. Individual capitalists 
may adopt useful environmental 
techniques, and local initiatives canhelp to 
point the way to a sustainable future, but 
the private-profit system will inevitably 
overwhelm these efforts, for example by 
moving ‘ dirty’ industries to countries where 
people have less opportunity to object. 
Our responsibility is to integrate the best 
environmental ideas into a socialist 
alternative, including ashorter work week. 


We need to develop a concept ofsocialism 
which is not based on an ever-increasing 
accumulation ofmaterial goods, butrather 
on providing a minimum standard ofliving, 
with free, high-quality education, health 
care, child care, cultural programs, full 
employment, clean air and water. 

Our party has never backed away 
from a difficult struggle. This is a crucial 
one. We don’t need to drop everything 
else, or spend all our time studying the 
details of particular proposals. Butunless 
we have a solid analysis of this critical 
problem, and become more involved in 
environmental struggles, it will be virtually 
impossible to convinceyoung people that 
we take their future seriously. We have 
to be both frank about the environmental 
shortcomings of socialist societies until 
now, and firm in our conviction that only 
socialism offers the human race a chance 
to avoid global catastrophe. 


FROM WILHELM LIEBKNECHT’S 

REMINISCENCES OF MARX 


[Liebknecht, a German revolutionary in 
1848, spentthe 1850s as apenniless exile 
in London. He was later one of the early 
leaders ofthe pro-Marxist German Social 
Democratic Party. In 1896he wrote Karl 
Marx: Biographical Memoirs .] 

As great as his hatred for popularity 
was his anger at those who sought it. He 


loathed fine speakers and woe betide 
anyone who engaged in phrasemongering. 
With such people he was implacable. 
'Phrasemonger’ was the worst reproach 
he could make, and when he had once 
discovered that somebody was a 
phrasemonger it was all over with him. 
He kept impressing upon us ‘young 
fellows ’ the necessity for logical thought 
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and clarity in expression and forced us to 
study. 

The magnificent reading-room of 
the British Museum with its inexhaustible 
treasure of books was completed about 
that time. Marx went there daily and 
urged us to go there too. Study! Study! 
That was the categoric injunction that we 
heard often enough from him and that he 
gave us by his example and the continual 
work of his might brain. 

While the other emigrants were 
daily planning a world revolution and day 
after day, night after night, intoxicating 
themselves with the opium-like motto 
‘Tomorrow it will begin!’, we, the 
‘ brimstone band’, the ‘ bandits ’, the ‘ dregs 
of mankind’, spent our time in the British 
Museum and tried to educate ourselves 
and prepare arms and ammunition for the 
future fight. 


S ometimes we had not a bite to eat, 
but that did not keep us away from the 
Museum, for there we had comfortable 
chairs to sit on and in winter it was warm 
and cosy, which was far from being the 
case at home, for those who had a home. 

Marx was a stem teacher: he not 
only urged us to study, he made sure that 
we did so. 

For a long time I was studying the 
history of the British trade-unions. Every 
day he would ask me ho w far I had got and 
he left me at no peace until I delivered a 
long speech to a large audience. He was 
present at it. He did not praise me, but 
neither did he inflict any devastating 
criticism, and as he was not in the habit of 
praising and did so only out of pity, I 
consoled myself for the absence of praise. 
Then, when he entered into a discussion 
with me over an assertion that I had made, 
I considered that as indirect praise. 


DISCUSSION: ECONOMIC POLICY ON 
THE SHORTER WORK WEEK IN CANADA 


by R.J. Reierson 

Proposal 

1. The 32-hour, four-day work week 
should be established in definite stages 
primarily through provincial and federal 
legislation, and enforcement that involves 
workers in all sectors. 

2. Immediately, the provincial work week 
norms in Canadashould be reduced to 40 


hours. This should be coupled with a ban 
on all regular overtime over the 40 hours. 
The federal government now has a norm 
of 40 hours; it too should ban all regular 
overtime over 40 hours in federally 
regulated industries. Overtime for 
emergency reasons should be clearly 
defined, voluntary, and continue to bepaid 
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at time and ahalf(unless union contracts 
specify a higher amount). 

3. In two stages, on a clear timetable, the 
provincial and federal governments 
should reduce the norm for the work 
week to 36 hours and to 32 hours, to 
achieve the four-day week with a 
maximum of 8 hours per day. The 
overtime limits should also be reduced 
but in negotiation with unions in all affected 
sectors to assure that effective 
transitional measures are taken. 

4. There should be increases in the 
provincial and federal minimum wages 
and decreases in income taxes on lower 
incomes to help protect the take-home 
pay of workers with below-average 
wages. 

5. The provincial and federal 
governments shouldrequirefor allsalaried 
jobs, where not already clearly stated, 
that employers must state the number of 
hours per week for which a salary is 
being paid and that the number of hours 
of work for salaried workers must 
conform to labour standards. All 
employers should be required to state 
clearly on pay slips the number of hours 
for which wages or salaries are paid. 
Background 

6. There is a long-term trend to increasing 
unemployment and underemployment in 
Canada as under capitalism as a whole. 
Growing unemployment hits hardest at 
the lowest paid, the least skilled or trained, 
and those with least seniority, but workers 


in virtually all occupational levels are being 
affected. For those who become 
unemployed, the duration of unemployment 
has become longer. General insecurity 
and desperation among workers is growing 
and competition overj obs, especially better 
paid or ‘good’ job, is intensifying. Atthe 
same time the federal government 
continues to cut eligibility and benefits for 
unemployment insurance. 

7. More unemployed people, younger and 
older, and single-parent mothers are falling 
into absolute poverty' and coming to depend 
on social assistance to survive. Families 
are also faced with more pressures to look 
after unemployed children and spouses. 
Around one in five Canadians depends on 
unemployment insurance or social 
assistance. 

8. Mass unemployment (the industrial 
reserve army of labour), in Canada and 
internationally, is the major factor weighing 
down heavily on wages and permitting 
capitalists to screw up the rate of 
exploitation of labour. The real wages for 
most workers in Canada have been 
stagnating or falling since the mid-1970s. 
The pressures of unemployment and 
international competition on real wages 
have been supplemented by federal and 
provincial government wage-rollback 
programs. Attacks on real wages have 
been paralleled with attacks on social 
programs; cuts in eligibility and benefits 
are reducing the social wage of working 
people. 
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9 The deteriorating employment and 

Lome situation of most worker, has 

been accompanied by the mtensrficatimt 

Of work in both the private and public 
sectors. This is promoted in anti-la° 
management strategies such as lean 
production,’ ‘totalquahty manage me 
etc whose goal is to increase labour 

productivity both quantitatively an 
qualitatively for higher profits with 

reduced labour force. . 

10 There is evidence that wor a g 
is being extended. At present, despite 

mass unemployment, overtime is 

increasing. So also is moonlighting o 
multiplejobholding. Capitalismhas swept 

awayLjor limits to thenatural and soci 

rhythmsofwork. Theshiftsystem,wtach 
Marx railed against in the 19th century, is 

S y entrenched, and what remains of 

— paused^ Struts and^ 


tc To appropriate labour aun & 
houre^ofthe day is, therefore, the udierent 
tendency of capitalist production 

]^^The revolution in family structure. 


and many are worse off. 

12. N ot only is the economic security and 
, •_p+v.a nrrtrVinn class suffering,. 



thlmhiCn an overall decline in fetal 

accidents, job injuries have not declined 
substantially and, insomeindustnessuc 

as construction, they are growing. There 



of environmentally reidicu^v 

disease from work- and poUution-relate 
causes There is also medical and socud 
evidence of growing work stress, work 
exhaustion, depression, and alienation® 
the labour force. 

Ca pitalist acput mlotion 

and imvov^shlB^- f 

13 Th^elrendTreflect the P roce f° 

im poverishmentunder capitalism. They 

are the direct consequences oft e gene 
nrocess of capital accumulation (or 
growth) and not an atypical situation or 
nolicy mistake. Neo-conservative policy 

has made things worse for the working 

class, butimpovenshment is sys™ 
capitalism and will notbe eradicated exc ®P 

through establishing working class powe 

^ Sincedie uiid- 1970s there has been a 
1 ' ;™nrw P mhmentgoing 


11. The revolution m laumy - —> - c; n r e the mid-1970s there has Deen a 

where now amajonty ofmar ^® ^°^ the proce ss ofabsoluteimpovenshmentgoing 
areinthelabourforce.hasmemt h h ^ mCanada . This has been accompanied 

civo.ra pen aid working time ofhousehold onrn ;mnAVftns hment, in which 


nre in tb p labour lorcx, 

average paid workingtime »^ 0US *°“ S 

hasshotuptoTOoimorehomsp 

Yet most two-eamer household 

•tiunificantly better off than were one- 
camerfam'dies two or three decades ago; 


relate im overishment, in which 

LhLs. incomes and we^generaUy 

increased relative to those of the working 
class. 
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15. The exploitation of labour has been 
increasing. Labour productivity has 
continued to rise during this period, though 
for several reasons it has grown 
somewhat more slowly than in other 
advanced capitalist countries (such as 
Japan and Germany). Thus, with 
productivity rising but most wages 
stagnant or falling, the gains from 
increased productivity have been flowing 
to capitalist owners, especially the 
transnationals. 

An injury to one 

is an injury to all 

16. The biggest gap in income and wealth 
in capitalist society is between capitalists 
and workers. But within the working 
class there are major gaps in incomes and 
conditions. Overall, the working class 
has been going backwards economically. 
Some groups have been especially hard 
hit, but a smaller number have been 
holding their own or actually doing a bit 
better, especially among those in 
established positions or with the protection 
of seniority in more stable sectors. 

17. Among the hardest hit by capitalist 
unemployment and impoverishment are 
young workers and those with little or no 
seniority; older workers forced into 
permanent lay-offs; women in segregated 
low-paidjobghettos; workers facingracial 
discrimination or discrimination for 
disabilities. 

18. The Communist Party works to 


strengthen economically and politically the 
position of the working class as a whole 
against the capitalist class, particularly 
Canadian and foreign transnational 
corporations, who constitute the main 
enemy of the working class. 

19. To strengthen the position of the 
working class and to foster unity and 
solidarity among workers, policies must 
act as a force for unifying the vast majority 
of workers and struggles for reforms must 
be seen firmly within the context of the 
struggle for socialism. In conditions of 
growing impoverishment, fighting forj obs, 
particularly good jobs, and for improving 
the conditions of the poorest paid and most 
vulnerable is the top priority. Substantial 
measures to reduce unemployment and 
strengthen the position of the weakest 
sections of the working class will reduce 
exploitative pressures on all workers and 
strengthen the power ofthe entire working 
class. 

20. Tackling the crisis of overwork and 
the maldistribution of work is a crucial 
means to reduce unemployment, to 
advance the position of the most 
marginalized workers, and to raise 
consciousness among workers of their 
common class economic and social 
interests. It is not the only means, but for 
a variety of economic, family, and 
environmental reasons it is a question that 
is today on the historical agenda. (Some 
statistical points on the extent of overwork 
are contained in People's Voice articles 
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on the issue.) 

Labour action OUlL tli£ 

21. It will not be possible to reduce the 
work week for the working class as a 
whole without state action under the active 
political pressure of the working class 
movement. It is possible and desirable 
that individual unions and groups of unions 
struggle to reduce the work week in their 
particular sector. Forinstance, inindustries 
with a high level of monopoly or some 
form of protection from capital flight (such 
as the Auto Pact) it may be possible to 
achieve a significantly shorter work week 
through collective bargaining without dir ect 
state intervention. However, under 
capitalist competition which is now not 
only domestic but increasingly 
international, it is always possible and 
likely that unorganized firms will undercut 
the conditions of unionized firms. Hence, 
it is necessary to compel the state to put a 
lower limit or floor on cutthroat pressures 
to lower standards. Historically, all major 
changes affecting the working day and 
working week have been associated with 
the political action of labour and winning 
state changes to legislation. 

22. The increasingly free movement of 
capital and the growing power of the 
transnational corporations constitute very 
real threats to any group of workers 
attempting to strengthen their position 
without the active support of the state. 
Inevitably, any programs to reduce the 


work week will give rise to questions of 
the ‘free movement’ of capital and to 
measures to control and end that free 
movement, which is today a crucial 
capitalist means of weakening the position 
of the working class. 

Why 32 hours? 

23. The Communist Party demands the 
reduction of the work week to 32 hours. 
Why focus on reductions of the work 
week rather than, say, the more general 
‘reduced working time’? First, because 
the working week still constitutes the 
central norm in labour standards legislation 
affecting wage and salary earners and 
has the potentially greatest effect on total 
work time over a lifetime. Second, because 
in comparison with increases in vacation 
periods, which is another maj or altemative, 
changes in the working week are more 
likely to generate regular employment for 
the unemployed and underemployed. (In 
Canada, most vacations tend to be taken 
in the summer, so increased vacations 
would tend to create seasonal not full- 
year work.) Third, because changes in 
normal working time during the year is 
more likely to have a positive continuing 
effect on reducing the stress of and 
equalizing the burden ofhousehold work 
for two-earner and single-parentfamilies. 
Fourth, because changes in the work week 
will have more immediate effects on work- 
related accidents and stress; more regular 
recovery from the debilitating effects of 
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work will also give greater time and 
stimulus to fight to change the nature of 
the work itself Fifth, because it is a more 
concrete and clearer focus. None of this 
denies that we should fight to increase 
vacations with pay, especiallyto aminimum 
of four weeks per year. 

24. The demand for a 32-hour week is 
also a demand for a four-day week and a 
major from the present situation where 
the five-day week or worse is standard. 
For instance, in Ontario the official work 
week (where overtime clicks in) is 44 
hours and overtime is usually allowed by 
thegovemmentthrough amaladministered 
permits system. Research indicates that 
small incremental changes tend to be 
absorbed by speeding up the existing work 
force, so small changes tend not to generate 
manynewjobs. By contrast, larger changes 
have a more significant impact for job 
creation. 

25. Thequestionofwhetherlabourshould 
make any concessions in pay for areduced 
work week has had much debate. The 
generally accepted principle is and should 
remain areduced work week without any 
loss inpay. However, there must be some 
realism and recognition of the vaiying 
conditions of different groups of workers 
in applying this principle. 

26. First, there should be no reason to 
back off a complete ban on overtime over 
the 40-hour week even if it does reduce 
the incomes of some workers. Capitalists, 
unfortunately often with the collaboration 


of right-wing union leaderships, have 
hooked some groups of workers into 
accepting regular overtime to the point 
that the workers view it as part of the 
regular wage and bargaining on base rates 
and spreading overtime work to 
unemployed or underemployed workers 
has been neglected. 

27. At the highest levels of the working 
class the private earnings of some groups 
of workers have risen to the point where 
they are ‘materially sufficient’ by any 
reasonable domestic and, certainly, 
international standard. There comes a 
point when we have to say honestly that 
newRVs, three cars per family, a private 
swimming pool for every house, suburban 
bungalows of3000 square feet, etc., are 
notneeded while others go withoutand, in 
any case, are not environmentally 
sustainable. It is not necessary to define 
a precise line for material sufficiency. 
The point is there must be aleadership in 
fighting for taking productivity gains in 
reduced hours without pay rollbacks. In 
some situations it might be possible to 
accept small decreases in pay, such as 
five percent, for a major decrease in the 
work week such as moving from five to 
four days. For most workers this is 
actually an increase in the rate of pay, 
even if a decline in total earnings, so that 
there is not necessarily a concession in 
terms of the rate of exploitation of the 
overall alignment of power between 
workers and capitalists. 
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28. By contrast, there can be very little 
negotiation in terms of the total incomes 
of lower and middle income workers. In 
fact, increases in the minimum wage 
must guarantee that any reduced work 
week does not make the lowest paid even 
worseoff. Since part-time work is amain 
cause of low incomes, more full-timejobs 
and ahigher minimum wage will actually 
improve the real incomes of a large 
number of lower paid workers. Tax 
changes are also crucial in this context. 
The income tax needs to be made more 
progressive, with significantly lower rates 
for lower and middle income workers and 
much higher rates at the top end; of 
course, other tax changes such as higher 
corporate taxes, especially against 
corporate deferred taxes, inheritance 
taxes, luxury taxes, international 
transactions taxes, withholding taxes on 
foreign interest and dividend payments. 


etc., can be part of a broader package to 
help redistribute income. 

29. Without detracting from the major 
struggle that will be necessary to win a 
substantially reduced work week, we must 
be honest that the reduced work week is 
not a real solution to unemployment or 
impoverishment. We are not in a situation 
where there can be ever-continuing 
incremental gains for the working class 
under capitalism. The capitalist system is 
incapable, especially so given the relative 
decline of Canada and the enveloping 
environmental crisis, of continuing 
indefinitelytodeliverthegoodsto increasing 
numbers of people. But there will be no 
automatic collapse. Capitalism will 
continue until the working class is organized 
and determined to take power, until the 
working class is prepared to take power 
from the capitalist class. 


COMPUTER SCIENCE -- 
SOCIAL SCIENCE 


by George A. McKnight 

With many thousands of people, 
mainly young people, studying and 
mastering computer science in order to 
find aplace in modem business, trade and 
commerce, more than ever before people 
are becoming used to dealing with 
problems and processes which they cannot 


see, but which take place in the background. 

By learning the formulae, the key¬ 
stroke combinations, the terminology and 
the principles of computer science, one 
can know what is in the background, 
understand it and use it to do almost 
anything the computer is capable of 
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according to its built-in, but not apparent, 
capabilities. 

Such things as bits, bytes, binary 
and hex codes, autoexec.bat, config.sys 
files, bios, ansi, hard disks, floppy discs, 
CPU chips, memory chips, etc., are a 
mystery without the knowledge necessary 
to understanding all of these things. In 
addition, one must learn to use all these to 
operate effectively and repair the 
computers which have become an 
essential element of almost any kind of 
business or occupation. 

Democracy, free enterprise, 
capitalism, socialism, communism, 
imperialism,the profit system, the social 
system, economic and political 
development. All of these things and 
more, although they are not apparent to 
those who do not understand, must be 
investigated and understood if one wishes 
to develop policies which will solve the 
social, economic and cultural problems of 
society. Just as computer science is 
necessary to solve the problems of the 
operation and development of computers, 
so social science is necessary to solve 
these problems of society. 

At the present time it is becoming 
more and more evident that society 
operates for the benefit of the very 
wealthy, the banks, and afewtransnational 
and national corporations whose profits 
constantly increase while unemployment, 
poverty and misery increase and remain 
the lot of a growing percentage of the 


populatioa 

In computers it is computer science 
that provides the knowledge needed to 
understand and use the computer 
effectively and to fix it when something 
goes wTong. So in society, it is social 
science which can be used to understand 
social problems and to provide answers 
which, if adopted and put into effect, will 
solve the social problems. 

Social science to be effective must 
be used to correct imbalances and rectify 
mistaken policies. The main difference 
between the two sciences is: Whereas in 
computer science there is no political reason 
not to correct a problem in the effective 
working of the computer, in social science 
the interest of classes is involved and 
those who are in positions of power to 
exploit people and increase their wealth 
and power by so doing will never agree 
that a policy is wrong as long as they are 
the beneficiaries of socially incorrect 
policies and their profits and bank accounts 
show it. 

Before the problem in a computer 
can be found and corrected, one must 
know enough to isolate the problem and 
understand it prior to taking action to fix it. 
A social problem cannot be remedied 
without social action; so, similar to case 
with computer science, the problem must 
be found and understood before correct 
social action can be taken to solve it. 

Those who would solve the social 
problems of unemployment, poverty, crime 
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and social decay must use social science 
to findtheproblems and proposesolutions, 

and the solutions must become the political 
demands ofamajority ofthe people before 
they can be acted upon. 

The social science needed is to be 
found in the application ofthe principles of 
dialectical and historical materialism, the 
theoretical framework for which was 
worked out by such people as Marx, 
Engels, Lenin, and others in the last century 
and the early years of the twentieth 
century. 

Unfortunately, in the socialist 
countries these principles were badly 

distorted and wrongly applied in the last70 

years and the attempt to put them into 
effect failed miserably. Let us not forget 
that there were many false starts in the 


development of computer science and all 
other sciences too in their early years, but 
in time these were overcome. 

What is required now is a new 
application of scientific social principles in 
line with the requirements ofthe twenty- 
first century so that social science too, and 
a socialist system reflecting the proper 
application of it, can be achieved in the 
earliest possible time. Social science, 
properly applied, can eliminate 
unemployment, poverty, social inequality, 
crime and social decay so rampant in our 
society today. Full democracy, in the 
political, economic, social and cultural 
sense, is the way to a socialist future. 
Social science is the means to find that 
way. 


CAPITALIST RESTRUCTURING AND THE 

PARTY OF THE WORKING CLASS 


by Jim Sacouman and Henry 

In the February 1994 issue of The 
Spark . Danny Goldstick made the 
important argumentthat the industrial core 
of the working class are those workers 
whose mode oflabour is highly organized 
and collective. These workers are the 
core ofthe working class because, through 
their collectivity and discipline, they are 
best situated and best able to transform 
the central contradiction of capitalism 
between its social character ofproduction 
and the private appropriation of the 


Veltmeyer 

product. 

In this light, it is crucial for the CP C, 
the party ofthe working class, to have a 
clear understanding ofho w the ‘ new world 
order’ of expanded capitalist domination 
is restructuring the working class, and in 
particular its core. As Lenin argued, in 
order to develop a revolutionary 
programme, the party ofthe working class 
needs regularly to address changes in the 
composition of the class through a 
materialist analysis that focuses on how 
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surplus value is being pumped out and 
how the conditions for class struggle are 
changing and, indeed, intensifying. 

In anutshell, the working class and 
its industrial core has in fact expanded 
since the late 1960s, and especially since 
the 1980s, despite and because of the 
steady overall increase in the rate of 
unemployment. But the expansion of the 
working class has not been on the basis of 
full life-time proletarianization, acondition 
that was in fact dominant, at least in the 
‘North’, in the so-called ‘thirty glorious 
years’ after World War II. 

The recent expansion ofthe working 
class has occurred, globally North and 
South, through two related processes in 
the restructuring of capitalist exploitation 
and the growth in the rate of 
unemployment: 1) large-scale 

proletarianization, especially of women, 
youth, and ‘non-whites’, under highly 
restricted conditions of labour (part-ti me, 
casual, seasonal, non-regular employment 
offering inadequate rates of pay, poor 
working conditions, and few, if any 
benefits); and 2) the concerted degradation 
of amajor section ofthe traditional, mostly 
adult male, full life-time proletariat into 
‘floating’ unemployment or restricted 
forms of surplus appropriation similar to 
those incorporating women, youth and 
‘non-whites’. NAFTA and other policies 
of free (for capital) trade, of course, 
merely heighten the extent and intensity 
of these deeper processes. 


In Capital: Volume I . Marx 
developed his crucial analysis ofthe rate 
of exploitation, the way in which surplus 
value is expropriated by capital from labour 
power (s/v), and put forward his equally 
crucial ‘absolute general law of capital 
accumulation’, the necessarily increasing 
impoverishment of the working class of 
the world as a totality. Over 120 years 
later, both remain correct. 

An expanding ‘reserve army of 
labour’ has been facilitated under current 
restructuring through the transferral of 
the ‘latent’ sector of the working class 
(e.g.,housewives) into the ‘floating’ sector 
of occasionally (seasonally, part-time, etc.) 
employed. The general impoverishment 
ofthe working class, on a global scale, has 
occurred under capitalist restructuring not 
only by the continuing and increasing 
creation of a ‘stagnant’ reserve of 
chronically unemployable, but also by the 
dramatic expansion of the floating 
component ofthe working class reserve. 
This floating component, sometimes 
‘gainfully’ employed and sometimes not, 
is the single most expanding component of 
the working class both in the North (e.g., 
the OECD countries) and in the South of 
the capitalist globe. 

In Capital: Volume II I. Marx 
argued that under normal conditions of 
capital accumulation and realization there 
would be a real tendency for the rate of 
profit to fall. This tendency becomes 
critical for capital in times of 
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overproduction, such as the Dirty 30s and 
the past two decades. In response to the 
current crisis of overproduction, capital 
attempts to lower the socially determined 
general wage rate (attained in class 
struggle) by various means. Increasing 
unemployment rates, the concerted 
degradation of full-timejobs, and the steady 
expansion of part-time work and other 
forms of non-regular employment have 
become capitalist restructuring policies 
throughout the OECD bloc and, for 
instance, this entire hemisphere (Cuba 
excepted). 

Having initially and virtually 
unanimouslyjustified the degradation of 
the full -lime working class and the growth 
of restricted forms of employment as 
necessary for ‘flexible production’ of 
capital, some conservative, liberal and 
social democratic apologists forcapitalism 
are getting second thoughts. At the very 
moment of the apparent collapse of 
socialismas asystematicpolitical option, 
they are beginning to be haunted by the 
spectre of the massive political threat to 
capitalism of the Dirty Thirties. 

Capitalist restructuring in ‘ theNew 
World ()rder’, begun as an economic and 
political response to the falling rate of 
profit that would not be as blunt and 
d.ingcious to capital as the massive full- 
limc unemployment of the 1930s, has, 
willy Hilly, increased both the necessity 
for tiansl'ormation to socialism and its 
possibility This restructuring’s twin 


processes of restricted proletarianization 
of formerly non-proletarians (housewi v es, 
youth, etc.) and the degradation of full¬ 
lifetime proletarians are, together with 
rising rates of unemployment at any given 
date, increasing the number of those 
workers whose mode of labour at the 
point of production is often, though not 
consistently, highly organized and 
collective. They are also increasing the 
diversity of the industrial core by gender, 
age, and skin colour. At the same time, 
these processes decrease the number of 
the full life-time industrial core of the 
working class. 

The crucial programmatic issue for 
the Part>' ofthe proletariat is to respond to 
these material-structural changes in 
capitalism. Policies are required which 
will enhance the conscious unity between 
all sectors ofthe working class (male and 
female, part-time and full-time, young and 
old, of colour or without) by enhancing 
organizationally the objective collectivity 
and discipline of increasing numbers of 
the working class created in capitalist 
restructuring. Now, maybe even more 
than before: ORGANIZE THE 
UNORGANIZED! FULL RIGHTS 
AND BENEFITS FOR ALL 
WORKERS! 32 HOUR WORK 
WEEKS WITH NO REDUCTION 
IN PAY! ZERO TOLERANCE FOR 
RACISM AND SEXISM! A 
WORKING FUTURE FOR OUR 
YOUTH! 
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Now is the time to rebuild the Party of the 
working class into the fighting instrument 
it was always intended to be. 

Two further points follow from the 
above and are especially relevant to us in 
this hemisphere of free (for capital) trade: 
1 ) the terms and conditions ofthe working 
class, including its industrial core, are 
becoming increasingly internationalized; 
and 2) restructuring has also made more 
highly organized and collective the mode 
of labour at the point of reproduction of 
labour power, working class households 
in communities which not only bring 
workers into the world but rear them and 
then replenish their ability to work day to 
day. 

The internationalization ofthe terms 
and conditions ofthe working class through 
aprocess ofimpoverishment by restricted 
proletarianization, in both the North and 
the South, is at the core of NAFTA-type 
policies within the US bloc. In the maj ority 
of countries in Latin America and the 
Caribbean, the rate of absolute poverty 
has rapidly risen as a direct result of 
capitalist restructuring, andnow, by recent 
estimates, affect well over 50% of families 
in the region. The streets of every city in 
the US, and increasingly in Canada, are 
littered with the homeless and hopeless. 
Environmental disasters kill all workers 
North and South, though the poorest die 
first. 

The necessity of a coordinated 
response, centred in the restructured 


working class, is now greater than ever. 
The structural tendency towards 
impoverishment in both theNorth and the 
South of this hemisphere facilitates the 
possibility' of real co-ordination. It is up 
the Parties of the working class of this 
hemisphere to construct thoroughgoing 
co-ordination based on long-standing 
principles ofintemationalist solidarity and 
respect for differences. 

Capitalist restructuring of the paid 
workplaces has also restructured the 
reproduction of labour in working class 
households in communities. The increase 
in proletarianized women and young in 
working class households along with the 
declining likelihood of full life-time 
employment of the male ‘head of 
household’ has provided the material- 
structural bases for possible increased 
collectivity and discipline at the point of 
reproduction of labour power. 

Especially in the more impoverished 
South of this hemisphere, where survival 
is the immediate issue, working class 
households have increasingly found it 
necessary to collectivize and organize 
disciplined forms ofprovidingfor the means 
of physical subsistence. In many places, 
the traditional providers of care and 
subsistence — women — have found it 
necessary to collectivize the labour 
involved in finding and preparing enough 
food through the organization of ‘ common 
pots’ or soup kitchens; for instance, in 
Santiago de Chile there are over 1000 
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‘common pots’. 

The Party of the working class 
must connect itself anew to the working 
class at the point of reproduction of labour 
power as well as at the point of production 
of other exchange values. Increasingly 
they are becoming intertwined, as are the 
struggles for transformation. 

Capitalism cannot last forever. 
Evenin its largely successful reslructuring 
attempts atimpoverishing and splitting the 
working class into categories of those 


Notes: 


with ‘goodjobs’, ‘badjobs’, and ‘no jobs’, 
the objective structure of capitalist 
accumulation provides bases both for the 
necessity and possibility of transformation 
towards socialist democracy. 

A Party of the working class 
remains essential to the focused 
realization, in concerted action, of the 
necessity and possibilities for class struggle 
and transformation, and the construction 
of socialist democracy. 
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